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ñWhen one door closes, another 

opens; but we often look so long 

and so regretfully upon the closed 

door that we do not see the one that 

has opened for us.ò 

  

~ Alexander Graham Bell ~ 

 

 

Recently, the Senator from South Dakota, Tim Johnson, suffered a brain hemorrhage 

that put him in critical conditionéforcing him to have emergency surgery.   

 

 However, the surgery was a success, and the Senator is recovering nicely. Had he not 

recoveredéit may have changed the whole face of our government!   

 

 See, Johnson is a Democrat, and if he could not fulfill his responsibilities as a 

Senator, his replacement would be appointed by South Dakota Governor, Mike Rounds, who 

is a Republican. This means that the Republicans would have gained a seat in the 

Senateéand regained their majority they had lost in the November election!  

 

Why? Well, after the election, the Democrats took a 51-49 majority edge over the 

Republicans in the Senate. And as the majority party, they would be able to win any votes that 

go along party lineséand get key points of power such as committee chairmanship, etc. If 

Senator Johnson had gone down for the count being disabled, and Governor Rounds 

appointed a Republican to replace Johnson, the new Senate makeup would have been 50-50. 

A dead heat. A tie. But not really a tie. Why? 

 

 

Well, since the President of the Senate can cast his or her vote in the event of a tied 

voteéDick Cheney, a Republican, would vote Republican on every issue. So every time there 

was a 50 ï 50 vote it would have ended up going in the Republicans favor, because he would 

have the final say.  

 

Mardi Gras!!  

 
New Orleans, still recovering and rebuilding from Hurricane Katrina, once again turns her 

heart to her special seasonðMardi Gras. It wants the world to know that she is a strong city 

with a strong tradition.  New Orleans Mardi Gras is often touted as ñthe greatest free show on 

earth.ò Parades, masked balls, and other celebrations abound during the two weeks before 

Mardi Gras Day (this year February 20), the day before Ash Wednesday. Approximately 60 

Krewes (carnival clubs) march  with gaily decorated floats from which bead necklaces, 

doubloons, and other trinkets are thrown. Rex, Zulu, Bacchus, and Endymion are among the 

biggest attractions. Another favorite is the Mystic Krewe of Barkus which is made up of 

hundreds of costumed dogs.The beads flung from floats are a major attraction of Mardi Gras 

in the Crescent City. The beads come in all size and shapes and the vivid colors amaze the eye 

with the most popular colors being purple, green, gold, blue, red, and pink. It has been said 

you can find the beads still festooning the numerous oak trees at any time of year. The 

doubloons are coin-shaped objects made of aluminum, silver, bronze, and even plastic. These 

bear the Kreweôs insignia on one side and the paradeôs theme on the reverse.  They were 

introduced by the Krewe of Rex in 1960 and are highly prized as collectorôs items. To locate 

up-to-date information on parade routes go to www.mardigrasneworleans.com/schedule.html. 
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ï REMEMBER ï 

WE WANT YOU TO CONTACT US WITH YOUR "HERE'S WHAT WE'RE THINKING 

ABOUT DOING QUESTIONS", NOT YOUR "GUESS WHAT WE JUST DID!" COMMENTS! 

 

Thus, the Senate would have 

effectively become a Republican 

bodyéswinging all the votes and 

chairmanships their way. Thus, 

effectively changing the way the 

government would work! With a 

Democratic House and Republican 

Senate, things would work out very 

differently than if both Houses of 

Congress were controlled by the 

Democrats!    

 

Iôm sure you can understand 

how much of an impact having two 

different parties in control of each House 

of Congress would be compared to both 

under Democratic majority. 

Imagine how legislation would go with 

the mixed majorities compared to one 

party in control of the entire Legislative 

Branch of our government. 

 

For example, the Republicans 

tend to propose and pass certain 

legislation regarding income taxes 

differently than the Democrats have 

done in the past. In fact, the two parties 

have HUGE disagreements on how 

taxation should work for wealthier 

taxpayers vs. the average wage earner. 

 

The Republicans have proposed 

and passed tax cuts for the highest 

income brackets. The Democrats have 

been vigorously opposed to such laws. If 

they want to repeal these tax cuts, (which 

most of them have indicated they do) can 

you see how difficult this repeal might 

be if the House (Democratic) voted to 

take away the tax cuts, while the same 

legislation might not ever get out of a 

Republican controlled committee to be 

voted upon in a Republican dominated 

Senate.  

(Or, if the bill did make it out of 

committee, the likelihood of a 50-50 

vote with the tie being broken by Vice-

President Cheney, thus defeating the 

measure would be a likely result.) 

 

Other example of legislation 

that may be entirely different now with 

both Houses under Democratic control 

would be things like 401(K) plans, 

taxation of all kinds, such as capital 

gains and dividends, mortgage 

deductions, and governmental spending 

on items like public health insurance,  

the War on Terror, etc. 

 

All of this legislation can, and 

does, make a direct impact on your 

personal finances!  

 

 If Congress takes away the 

recent improvements in how much you 

can put into your 401(k) plan for people 

over the age of 50, for example, this 

would change how much you could have 

in  retirement assets. You may not be 

able to retire when you planned to. Or 

not have as much to live on in 

retirement. Or whatever. 

 

BY THE WAY, WE MUST 

POINT OUT THAT WE ARE NOT 

MAKING ANY POLITICAL 

STATEMENTS AS TO WHICH 

PARTY IS BETTER OR CORRECT 

OR WHATEVER!  All weôre stating are 

facts and possibilities, NOT that we have 

any political opinion or bias in any way.  

 

The real point here is just how 

tenuous and thin the walls that govern 

our lives are. MAJOR changes in how 

our federal government is run could 

change overnight just from one man 

getting sick.  

 

So what does this mean to you? 

Well, it truly illustrates the immense 

importance of doing ongoing monitoring 

of your financial situationéand to be 

sure you update your financing and 

mortgage options at least once a year at 

minimum! If you plan update your 

financing options regularlyéthen youôre 

in the best position when changes occur.  

 

Now donôt wait, because by 

then itôll be too late. You should start 

reviewing your mortgage and all your 

financing choices RIGHT NOW, in 

February of 2007éso that you are ready 

for whatever situation may arise. Rates 

have come down, and you may find that 

refinancing NOW is the right move to 

make!   

 

   Soédon't delay. Call us up for your 

2007 review, RIGHT NOW, while this is 

fresh on your mind. We'll take care of 

the rest! (Don't forget, we know where to 

find you!) 

 

 
 



 

 

   

 
 

Did You Know? 
(Our monthly feature of tidbits of news and info to make your life easier, your money work harder and so youôre healthy all the time!) 
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Joe is a hard working guy, 47 years old, with two daughters in high school. He is an examiner in the county 

treasurers office. Joe was divorced 7 years ago from his ex-wife, Jill after an excruciatingly painful divorce. Jill 

decided to leave Joe for her boyfriend that Joe was unaware of, Kevinéwho was Joeôs best buddy from high school. 

 

Kevin returned to town after moving away after school, and Jill bumped into him at the mall one afternoon. Kevin 

had always had a crush on Jill, and was still single when they accidentally met again. Kevin begged Jill to ñjust have a 

cup of coffee with me, and thatôs itò, which Jill finally agreed to a month or so later. As these things can go, it turns 

out that Jill also had a crush on Kevin in school, and held off having ñcoffeeò with him initially because she was afraid 

of where the ñcoffeeò might lead. She didnôt trust herself and her old feelings. As it turned out, she was right. The one 

hour ñcoffeeò turned into the whole afternoon, and then to dinner later in the week, and well, you know the rest. 

 

Success Story Of The Month! 

A Tough Story That Is Opposite Of How It Usually Goesé  
 

 

(Note:  The details of these stories have been changed to maintain confidentiality, and some compilations are used to accomplish anonymity.) 

ñPerhaps the most valuable result of all 

education is the ability to make yourself 
do the thing you have to do, when it 

ought to be done, whether you like it or 

not; it is the first lesson that ought to be 
learned; and however early a man's 

training begins, it is probably the last 

lesson that he learns thoroughly.ò  
 

~ Thomas H. Huxley (1825 - 1895) ~ 

 

1.)  SIDS Linked To Brain DefectéBuilding on two decades of work, scientists' new findings  show the strongest evidence yet that infants at 

risk for sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) have abnormalities in the brainstem. The brainstem controls heart rate, blood pressure, and 

breathing. The researchers also say problems with serotonin in the brain could be a cause. SIDS babies may not be able to properly use and 

recycle the brain chemical serotonin, which helps to relay messages between nerve cells. The  findings could accelerate a push for simple tests 

to identify babies at high risk, according to the Journal of the American Medical Association. Each year, about 2,000 seemingly healthy babies 

die of SIDS, or crib death. They go to sleep and don't wake up. 

 

2.) Poker Emerges As Family Friendly Game; Even Fun For The KidséParents in the U.S. and Canada are beginning 

to think poker is good for kids, especially teens. They say it teaches life lessons, keeps kids off the street, and helps them 

build friendships. As long as it doesn't get out of hand, the game teaches kids as they learn how to keep track of the odds 

and the cards. It gives them practice in handling their own money, so it sharpens their math skills without their knowing it 

does.  The game also teaches how to size up other people and deal with them diplomatically. Teenagers become good at 

understanding another person's point of view and developing camaraderie under pressure.  In Atlantic City, N.J., the home of many gambling 

casinos, it's no surprise that there is a concern that teens will become compulsive gamblers. The Council on Compulsive Gambling of New 

Jersey has developed the first responsible-gambling curriculum for grades K-12. They say children don't understand gambling. They think if 

they win, it's because they are special or because God loves them. The New Jersey program helps them develop abstract thinking. It emphasizes 

rational decision making and an awareness of the incredible odds against winning at casino games and the lottery.  Council president Ed 

Looney, quoted in Time, says they want to reach even the youngest kids with a message of moderation. The Council isn't saying that gambling 

is either good or bad. They want kids to learn how to make good choices.  

 

3.)  Tips For First-Time Home BuyerséThe process of buying your first home actually starts months before finding the place you want. Some 

things to do: 

* Pay down your debts, or pay them off if you can. Prospective buyers often concentrate on accumulating the largest possible down payment. 

Using any extra money to eliminate credit card or other high-interest debt is smarter. 

* For some first-time buyer programs, a down payment of 3 percent of the loan or less is required.  

* Credit-card debt will limit how much you can borrow. Lenders won't allow total monthly debt service to exceed 40 percent of gross income.  

* How much house can you afford? Mortgage companies say the annual mortgage payment, taxes, and homeowner insurance shouldn't exceed 

28 percent of gross income (this is the recommended number, with todays house values we are seeing this number increase up to 50%)! 

* When determining how much cash you have for a down payment, be sure to consider closing costs plus a little extra for emergency repairs 

once you move into your new home.   

Less-than-perfect credit: 
* Thanks to Fannie Mae's "expanded approval" program, buyers with slightly blemished credit can qualify for mortgages at competitive rates. 

The rates are as much as two percentage points lower than alternative financing.  

* If you can't qualify for Fannie Mae, you may still qualify for an FHA-insured loan. They are geared toward buyers with low-to-moderate 

incomes. Down payment assistance Each year HUD gives states and municipalities money to distribute to families for housing. Much of it is put 

toward down-payment assistance programs. Many young prospective home buyers may qualify for a grant worth 3 percent to 5 percent or more 

of the sale price to put toward their down payment.  

 

  

ñPerhaps the most valuable result of all 

education is the ability to make yourself 
do the thing you have to do, when it 

ought to be done, whether you like it or 

not; it is the first lesson that ought to be 
learned; and however early a man's 

training begins, it is probably the last 

lesson that he learns thoroughly.ò  
 

~ Thomas H. Huxley (1825 - 1895) ~ 
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But Jill didnôt just start having an affair with 

Kevin. She somehow transformed her 

personality at the same time.  
 

While she was never consciously unhappy or 

miserable being married to Joe, somehow 

meeting Kevin flamed a spark in her that turned 

really weird. 

 

Jill became very bitter about her life with Joe 

and the two girls. She eventually told Joe about 

the affair, and that she was going to move in 

with Kevin. She did this AFTER cleaning out 

their joint bank accounts, taking all the money 

out of their line of credit on the house, etc. 

 

Joe was blindsided. He had no idea Jill was 

having a relationship, and was particularly 

devastated that the affair was with his old 

friend, Kevin. 

 

In fact, Joe still stayed in touch with Kevin, 

emailing him and talking on the phone every 

now and then. Joe had no idea Kevin had moved 

back into town. No idea. When he called Kevin, 

he called him on his cell phone with an out-of-

town area code. 

 

Kevin, it turned out, planned on ñbumping 

into Jillò when he moved home after getting 

fired from his job for embezzling money from 

his employer. The company didnôt press charges 

against Kevin, and only fired him. Kevin never 

told Jill about this minor detail when he ran into 

her in the mall. It also turns out that Kevin has 

actually been stalking Jill, and was following 

her the day he ñaccidentallyò bumped into her in 

the mall. 

 

Itôs really hard to figure out how some people 

seem to undergo a complete personality 

transformation. How a formerly nice and decent 

person can become one with a new person who 

has basically evil intent. 

 

Joe himself, wanted to know what he had 

done wrong, or not done. He wanted to know 

how long Jill had been so unhappy that she was 

looking for another relationship. And why she 

never told him she was so miserable before 

going off the deep end. 

 

It was particularly hard for Joe to understand 

how a woman who was so devoted to her girls, 

to all of a sudden have little or no interest in 

them any more. After Jill moved in with Kevin, 

she stopped going to their games, stopped 

taking them shopping, and well, basically 

checked out of being their mom. She told Joe 

during one angry conversation, that she was 

tired of being in charge, tired of being their 

mother, and it was time for him to step up and 

be their dad, since he wasnôt one before, just 

like he wasnôt a husband for her. 

 

When Joe told us this last part, he got choked 

up. He was obviously in pain as he related this 

part of the story to us. We told him we knew 

how hard it was to go through this, but if we 

were going to help him, we needed to know the 

whole story. 

 

Joe came in to see us, because his friend at 

work is also a client of ours, and recommended 

that Joe come in to see us at the same time he 

was seeing his attorney. We agreed it was a 

good idea for us to work in conjunction with his 

attorney to make sure we didnôt do anything that 

could unintentionally conflict with his legal 

issues. 

 

We discovered that Jill had in fact, cleaned 

out all of their accounts except for Joe 403(B) 

plan he had at work. All of their joint savings, 

the girlôs college funds, their brokerage 

accounts, their cash value in their old whole life 

policies, etc. All of it gone. Including most of 

the equity in their home. (They had about a 50% 

first mortgage, and a line of credit for another 

20% on top of the first loan that Jill wrote a 

check out for all at once.) 

 

Joe said that the thing that ñgot himò the most 

was Jillôs invading their daughterôs college 

savings funds. ñHow could anyone do that?ò, he 

said out loud to no one in particular in our office 

the day he discovered this account was gone 

too. 

 

We donôt know. We have certainly sent his 

sort of behavior before, but almost always, well, 

to be honest, from guys. We have seen 

numerous women who have become clients 

after being hosed by their ex-husband or 

boyfriend. Itôs very unusual to see the story 

come from reversed genders. 

 

No matter. Pain is pain, whether itôs caused 

by a man or woman. 

 

And financial restructuring is the same no 

matter the sex of the client. We had a big job on 

our hands with Joe and the girls. We had to 

figure out how to help him get his home 

refinanced with limited resources, recent bad 

credit from all the bills Joe ended up being 

behind on after Jill took their money, and 

through the mental fog of such a harsh and 

remorseless betrayal. Being betrayed and 

rejected feels humiliating, and humiliation is 

one of the worst, if not THE worst emotion 

anyone can suffer. 

 

We understood how fragile Joeôs emotional 

state was at that time, and had to be very careful 

as we talked options through with him. 

 

Eventually, the attorney was able to get an 

injunction on a couple of the accounts Jill had 

run off with that he could find still intact. (Jill 

and Kevin and spent virtually all of the money 

in just a matter of months, leaving her virtually 

broke, as Kevin hadnôt yet obtained any 

employment as he promised her he was going to 

as soon as she moved in with him. They had 

been living, taking vacations, buying expensive 

stuff with Jillôs ill gotten gains.) 

 

With that money the lawyer got back for Joe, 

and got the house transferred into his name as 

sole owner, we set about helping Joe get his 

new financial life going. 

We shopped around and found multiple 

options on how Joe could: 

 

¶ Refinance the home to: 

o Pay off his old first mortgage, 

o Pay off the line of credit Jill took off with, 

plus, 

o Pay off his credit cards, other bills, and 

one of their cars, plus, 

o Save $479 a month in payments! 

 

With all this accomplished and underway, Joe 

seemed to be better each time we met with him. 

He actually smiled every now and then, and was 

beginning to heal. He said that getting his 

financial act together was very therapeutic, in 

that it gave him something to look forward to, 

as opposed to dwelling in the past, absorbing the 

painful blows. 

 

The last time we met with Joe, he told us that 

he went on a date with a women he met at 

church who was also divorced, a fellow escapee 

from hell. He also reported that Jill and Kevin 

were through, as Kevin was now in jail for 

passing bad checks, and credit card fraud. Jill 

told Joe she was temporarily living with her 

girlfriend, and then hinted that maybe she had 

made a mistake, and asked if he was open to 

getting together for a cup of coffee to re-connect 

in a non-threatening environment. 

 

Joe said he told Jill he didnôt want to meet 

her for coffee, and for the first time since all this 

happened, he felt OK with telling her that. He 

said, he didnôt feel betrayed any more, and 

actually felt sorry for Jill more than any other 

emotion. And that realization let him know he 

was going to be fine. 

 

Boy, were we glad to hear that. 

 

While Joeôs story may not be the same as 

yours, or your loved oneséyou can stand to get 

a ñfinancial check-upò to see if we can save you 

money in needless income taxes, and other 

monthly payments through smart financing. 

Why not call us NOW to get your financing, 

mortgages, loans and other debts reviewed so 

you can do the best for yourself and your 

family? So make sure call us BEFORE making 

any moves!  

 

 




