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AU AL New Orleans, still recovering and rebuilding from Hurricane Katrina, once again turns
)01 heart to her special seagoMardi Gras. It wants the world to know that shaistrong city
with a strong tradition. New Orl eans
earth. o0 Parades, masked balls, and oth
iwhen one door Mardi Gras Day (this year February 20), the day befale Wednesday. Approximately 6C
opens; but we often look so lo Krewes (carnival clubs) marctvith gaily decorated floats from which bead necklaces,
and so regretfully upon the clos:  doubloons, and other trinkets are thrown. Rex, Zulu, Bacchus, and Endymion are amc
door that we do not see the offeat  pjggest attractions. Another favorite is the Mgdtrewe of Barkus which is made up of
has open hundreds of costumed dogs.The beads flung from floats are a major attraction of Marc
in the Crescent City. The beads come in all size and shapes and the vivid colors ama:
with the most popular colors gy purple, green, gold, blue, red, and pink. It has been si
you can find the beads still festooning the numerous oak trees at any time of year. The
doubloons are coishaped objects made of aluminum, silver, bronze, and even plastic.
beartheKrewés i nsignia on one si de afhkywetee
introduced by the Krewe of Rex in 1960
up-to-date information on parade routes go to www.mardigrasneworleans.com/schedu
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~ Alexander Graham Bell

South Dakota Senator Al most Changes

Recently, the Senator from South Dakota, Tim Johnson, suffered a brain hem
that put him in crit iageemergercynsdrgetyi onéf or

However, the surgery was a success, and the Senator is recovering nicely. H:
Inside This Issue: r e ¢ o v i mag kage changed the whole face of our government!

See, Johnson is a Democrat, and if he could not fulfill his responsibégias
Senator, his replacement would dygpointedby South Dakota Governor, Mike Rounds, w
is a Republican. This means that the Republicans would have gained a seat in the
Senateéand regained their majority the

Feature Story:
South Dakota Senatonasit
Changes Face Of Government

Did You Know?2................ 3.
Why?Well, after the election, the Democrats took a4®1majority edge over the
Success Story Of The Mo@th! Republicans in the Senate. And as the majority party, they would be able to win any v
) - go along party lineséand get key poilht
Financial Tip Of The Month Senator Johnson had gone down for the count being disabled, and Governor Rounds

appointed a Republican to replace Johnson, the new Senate makeup would haveSiee

AR O e e A dead heat. A tie. But not really a tie. Why?

Homebuyers Seminar.Infdb

Client QUIZ........ccoveveveeenn. 7. Well, since the President of therfa¢e can cast his or her vote in the event of a t
voteéDick Cheney, a Republican, woul d
For More Information....... 8 was a 50 50 vote it would have ended up going in the Republicans favor, because he

have the final say.
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Thus, the Senate would have
effectively become Republican
bodyéswinging alll
chairmanships their way. Thus,
effectively changing the way the
government would work! With a
Democratic House and Republican
Senate, things would work out very
differently than ifooth Houses of
Congressvere controlled by the
Democrats!

|l 6m sure you
how much of an impact having two
different parties in control of each Hot
of Congress would be compared to b
under Democratic majority.
Imaginehow legislation would go with
the mixed majorities compared to one
party in control of the entire Legislativ
Branch of our government.

For example, the Republican:
tend to propose and pass certain
legislation regarding income taxes
differently than the Bmocrats have
done in the past. In fact, the two parti¢
have HUGE disagreements on how
taxation should work for wealthier
taxpayers vs. the average wage earnt

The Republicans have propo:s
and passed teaoutsfor the highest
income brackets. The Demats have
been vigorously opposed to such law:
they want to repeal these tax cuts, (Wl
most of them have indicated they do)
you see how difficult this repeal might
be if the House (Democratic) voted to
take away the tax cuts, while the sam
legidation might not ever get out of a
Republican controlled committee to b
voted upon in a Republican dominate:
Senate.

(Or, if the bill did make it out ¢
committee, the likelihood of a 580
vote with the tie being broken by Vice
President Cheney, thusfdating the
measure would be a likely result.)

Other example of legislation
that may be entirely different now witt
both Houses under Democratic contrc
would be things like 401(K) plans,
taxation of all kinds, such as capital
gains and dividends, mortgag
deductions, and governmental spendi
on items like public health insurance,
the War on Terror, etc.

All of this legislation can, and
does, make a direct impact on your
personal finances!

If Congress takes away the
recent improvements in how muchuwo
can put into your 401(k) plan for peop
over the age of 50, for example, this
would change how much you could h
in retirement assets. You may not be
able to retire when you planned to. O1
not have as much to live on in
retirement. Or whatever.

BY THE WAY, WE MUST
POINT OUT THAT WE ARENOT
MAKING ANY POLITICAL
STATEMENTS AS TO WHICH
PARTY IS BETTER OR CORRECT
OR WHATEVER! Al
facts and possibilities, NOT that we hi
any political opinion or bias in any wa’

The real point heresijust how
tenuous and thin the walls that goverr
our lives are. MAJOR changes in how
our federal government is run could

“You know, I was buying this résumé until
I got to the part about you serving on
your town's Quija Board.”

change overnight just from one man
getting sick.

So what does this mean to ya
Well, it truly illustrates the immense
importance ofloing ongoing monitorin
of your financi al
sure you update your financing and
mortgage options at least once a yeat
minimum! If you plan update your
financing options
in the best position when changes oc«

Now dondét wai
then itéll be too
reviewing your mortgage and all your
financing choices RIGHT NOW, in
February of 2007¢
for whatever situation may arise. Rate
have come down, and you may find tt
refinancing NOW is the right move to
make!

Soédon't del ay.
2007 review, RIGHT NOW, while this
fresh on your mind. We'll take care of
the rest! (Don't forget, we know where
find you!)

T REMEMBERT

WE WANT YOU TO CONTACT US WITH YOUR "HERE'S WHAT WE'RE THINKINC
ABOUT DOING QUESTIONS", NOT YOUR "GUESS WHAT WE JUST DID!" COMMENTS!




Did You Know?

(Our monthly feature of tidbits of news and info to make your life easier, your money work hardeoang ouér e heal t hy al

1.) S1 DS Li nk e Building on Bvo decades bf evdrle stienéists' new findings show the strongest evidence yet that inf
risk for sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) have abnoiesiit the brainstem. The brainstem controls heart rate, blood pressure, anc
breathing. The researchers also say problems with serotonin in the brain could be a cause. SIDS babies may not hgedplate anm

recycle the brain chemical serotonin,ighhhelps to relay messages between nerve cells. The findings could accelerate a push for sim
to identify babies at high risk, according to the Journal of the American Medical Association. Each year, about 2,009 kealttigdabies
die of SDS, or crib death. They go to sleep and don't wake up.

2.) Poker Emerges As Family Fr iPemantdinthe UsH aneé Canaba/aecrbegifr
to think poker is good for kids, especially teens. They say it teaches life lessoniéieegsthe street, and helps the
build friendships. As long as it doesn't get out of hand, the game teaches kids as they learn how to keep track c
and the cards. It gives them practice in handling their own money, so it sharpens theiilisatittstut their knowing i
does. The game also teaches how to size up other people and deal with them diplomatically. Teenagers becon

understanding another person's point of view and developing camaraderie under pressure. In Atlantic, @igy,Hdme of many gambling
casinos, it's no surprise that there is a concern that teens will become compulsive gamblers. The Council on Compuistyef®nbl
Jersey has developed the first responsialebling curriculum for grades-K2. They say luildren don't understand gambling. They think if
they win, it's because they are special or because God loves them. The New Jersey program helps them develop algtiaentpinagize:
rational decision making and an awareness of the incredibleagdétsst winning at casino games and the lottery. Council president Ed
Looney, quoted in Time, says they want to reach even the youngest kids with a message of moderation. The Council fisattgayibling
is either good or bad. They want kids to teow to make good choices.

3.) Tips For FirstT i me Ho me The prgcess o lBuying your first home actually starts months before finding the place you wan
things to do:

* Pay down your debts, or pay them off if you can. Prospective buyersagteentrate on accumulating the largest possible down paymu
Using any extra money to eliminate credit card or other-itdrest debt is smarter.

* For some firsttime buyer programs, a down payment of 3 percent of the loan or less is required.

* Credit-card debt will limit how much you can borrow. Lenders won't allow total monthly debt service to exceed 40 percent afayness
* How much house can you afford? Mortgage companies say the annual mortgage payment, taxes, and homeowner indgmareeshd
28 percent of gross income (this is the recommended number, with todays house values we are seeing this number irkbésge up to
* When determining how much cash you have for a down payment, be sure to consider closing costs pkxdra fittteemergency repairs
once you move into your new home.

Lessthan-perfect credit:

* Thanks to Fannie Mae's "expanded approval" program, buyers with slightly blemished credit can qualify for mortgageditteoates.
The rates are as much atpercentage points lower than alternative financing.

* If you can't qualify for Fannie Mae, you may still qualify for an FHitssured loan. They are geared toward buyers withtemoderate
incomes. Down payment assistance Each year HUD gives statesiaiipalities money to distribute to families for housing. Much of it is
toward dowRpayment assistance programs. Many young prospective home buyers may qualify for a grant worth 3 percent to 5 perct
of the sale price to put toward theirndo payment.

Success Story Of The Month!

(Note: The details of these stories have been chaogedintain confidentiality, and some compilations are used to accomplish anonymity.

A Tough Story That I s Opposite Of How It Usually

Joe is a hard working guyy4years old, with two daughters in high school. He is an examiner in the county APer hap the most
treasurers office. Joe was divorced 7 years ago from higfexJill after an excruciatingly painful divorce. Jill education is theability to make yours
decided to leave Joe for her boyfriend that Joe was unanbre Kevi néwho was Joeds do the thing you h?\ e to do, w_hen_ il
ne, wi

Kevin returned to town after moving away after school, and Jill bumped into him at the mall one afternoon, ~ NOt:.it is the first lesson that ou
had always had a crush on Jill, and was still single when they accidentally met again. W begged J

cup of coffee with me, and thatoés ito, which Jil | o :
out that Jill also had a crush on Kevi n causeshewisafa Y A €
of where the ficoffeedo might | ead. She didno6t tru ~Tho .Huxley\(‘1\82§895)~

hour HAcoffeed turned into the whole afternoon, a
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But Jill didndét just
Kevin. She somehow transformed her
personality at the same time.

While she was never consciously unhapp
miserable being married to Joe, somehow
meeting Kevin flamed a spark in her that turi
really weird.

Jill became very bitter about her life with J
and the two girls. She eventually told Joe ab
the affair, and that she was going to move in
with Kevin. She did this AFTER cleaning out
their joint bank accounts, taking all the mone
out of theirline of credit on the house, etc.

Joe was blindsided. He had no idea Jill w:
having a relationship, and was particularly
devastated that the affair was with his old
friend, Kevin.

In fact, Joe still stayed in touch with Kevin
emailing him and talkingrothe phone every
now and then. Joe had no idea Kevin had m
back into town. No idea. When he called Ke'
he called him on his cell phone with an-oft
town area code.

Kevi n, it turned ol
into Jillo when Hhng n
fired from his job for embezzling money frorr
his employer. The <co
against Kevin, and only fired him. Kevin nev:
told Jill about this minor detail when he ran i
her in the mall. It also turns out that Kevin he
actually ben stalking Jill, and was following

her the day he facci
the mall.
ltdés really hard tc

seem to undergo a complete personality
transformation. How a formerly nice and dec
person can become one wimew person whc
has basically evil intent.

Joe himself, wanted to know what he had
done wrong, or not done. He wanted to knov
how long Jill had been so unhappy that she
looking for another relationship. And why sh
never told him she was so miserabéfore
going off the deep end.

It was particularly hard for Joe to underste
how a woman who was so devoted to her gi
to all of a sudden have little or no interest in
them any more. After Jill moved in with Kevil
she stopped going to their gamdspped
taking them shopping, and well, basically
checked out of being their mom. She told Jo
during one angry conversation, that she was
tired of being in charge, tired of being their
mother, and it was time for him to step up ar
be their dad, sinceheaws n 6t one
|l i ke he wasndt a hus

When Joe told us this last part, he got chc
up. He was obviously in pain as he related tt
part of the story to us. We told him we knew
how hard it was to go through this, but if we
were going® help him, we needed to know tl
whole story.

Joe came in to see us, because his friend
work is also a client of ours, and recommenc
that Joe come in to see us at the same time
was seeing his attorney. We agreed it was a
good idea for us to work conjunction with hi¢
attorney to make sur
could unintentionally conflict with his legal
issues.

We discovered that Jill had in fact, cleane
out all of their accounts except for Joe 403(E
plan he had at work. All of theioint savings,
the girldéds college f
accounts, their cash value in their old whole
policies, etc. All of it gone. Including most of
the equity in their home. (They had about a !
first mortgage, and a line of credit for anothe
20%on top of the first loan that Jill wrote a
check out for all at once.)

Joe said that the t
was Jilldéds invading
savings funds. fHow

said out loud to no one in particular inraffice
the day he discovered this account was gon
too.

We dondét know. We ©h
sort of behavior before, but almost always, v
to be honest, from guys. We have seen
numerous women who have become clients
after being hosed by theirdusband or

boyfriend. ltés very
come from reversed genders.
No matter. Pain is

by a man or woman.

And financial restructuring is the same no
matter the sex of the client. We had a big jot
our handswith Joe and the girls. We had to
figure out how to help him get his home
refinanced with limited resources, recent bac
credit from all the bills Joe ended up being
behind on after Jill took their money, and
through the mental fog of such a harsh and
remorseless betrayal. Being betrayed and
rejected feels humiliating, and humiliation is
one of the worst, if not THE worst emotion
anyone can suffer.

We understood how f
state was at that time, and had to be very ca
as we talked optins through with him.

Eventually, the attorney was able to get al
injunction on a couple of the accounts Jill ha
run off with that he could find still intact. (Jill

and Kevin and spent virtually all of the mone
in just a matter of months, leaving hertually

broke, as Kevin hadn
employment as he promised her he was goil
as soon as she moved in with him. They hac
been living, taking vacations, buying expens
stuff with Jillés il

With that money the lawyer got tlafor Joe,
and got the house transferred into his name
sole owner, we set about helping Joe get his
new financial life going.

We shopped around and found multiple
options on how Joe could:

1 Refinance the home to:
o Pay off his old first mortgage,
o Pay offthe line of credit Jill took off with
plus,
o Pay off his credit cards, other bills, and
one of their cars, plus,
0 Save $479 a month in payments!

With all this accomplished and underway,
seemed to be better each time we met with |
He actually smilegvery now and then, and w
beginning to heal. He said that getting his
financial act together was very therapeutic, i
that it gave him something to look forward tc
as opposed to dwelling in the past, absorbin
painful blows.

The last time we metith Joe, he told us thi
he went on a date with a women he met at
church who was also divorced, a fellow esce
from hell. He also reported that Jill and Kevii
were through, as Kevin was now in jail for
passing bad checks, and credit card fraud. J
told Joe she was temporarily living with her
girlfriend, and then hinted that maybe she he
made a mistake, and asked if he was open t
getting together for a cup of coffee teaennec
in a nonthreatening environment.

Joe said he t olodceetli
her for coffee, and for the first time since all-
happened, he felt OK with telling her that. Ht
sai d, he didnoét ffeel
actually felt sorry for Jill more than any other
emotion. And that realization let him know h¢
was goingo be fine.

Boy, were we glad to hear that.

Whil e Joeds story n
yours, or your |l oved
a Afi nanupoalt oc hseecek i
money in needless income taxes, and other
monthly payments through sméirtancing.
Why not call us NOW to get your financing,
mortgages, loans and other debts reviewed
you can do the best for yourself and your
family? So make sure call us BEFORE maki
any moves!






