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ñYour chances of success in any 

undertaking can always be 

measured by your belief in 

yourselfò.   

~ Robert Collier ~  

 

ñYou must learn to look forward 

before you take a step... do not bite 

at the bait of pleasure till you know 

there is no hook beneath it.ò  

~ Thomas Jefferson ~ 

 

 

We love Thomas Jefferson. He was a real character, itôs trueébut his understanding and communication 

of the ideals of liberty and freedom are still as fresh and important as they were in 1776. He came up with 

truly visionary peeks into the future, and understood that a government that goes unchecked, ends up being 

a government that does not represent the citizens and protect our most fundamental liberties and freedoms.  

For example, maybe the Congress ought to apply Jefferson's idea in that..."Every twenty years, if not 

more often, society must reaffirm or construct anew all of its statutes and institutions".  

If this theory of Thomas Jefferson's held true, we probably wouldn't be where we are today. As 

individuals, we are the pawns in a one-sided game with a government that does virtually whatever it wants 

to. Things like the Patriot Act, and the elimination of habeas corpus would most certainly have poor 

Thomas Jefferson rolling over in his grave.  

In case you didnôt know it, the Military Commissionôs Act of 2006, removed the right of habeas corpus, 

or the right for you to be notified of being charged with a crime, to appear before a court, and provided 

counsel. You probably didnôt know this basic American right has been permanently removed from our way 

of life.  

Under this most un-American of laws ever passed, the government can declare anyone an ñenemy 

combatantò. And if so, either while the government tries to determine if this is your status, or if you are 

declared to be an ñenemy combatantòéyou lose your rights to petition the court for a trial, to get an 

attorney, or to be detained for a reasonable period of time. (In other words, we, as Americans, can lock up 

other Americans, refuse counsel or a trial, and have no restrictions on the time period someone can be 

detained.) 

We think this is very sad.  

You may not remember your high school civics class, but the Bill Of Rights, clearly states that weôre 

entitled to a ñspeedy and public trialò, and that you ñmust be informed of the nature and cause of the 

accusationò, and so forth. 

Donôt Congress people take an oath to ñdefend and protect the Constitutionò? How does elimination of 

one of the bedrocks of American life by this group of politicians show they are honoring their oath of 

office? 

 

Happy Father's Day! 

 

When we say the words Father's Day, many pictures of fathers can flash in front of our eyes. Perhaps 

the scene is a father holding on to his daughter's bike as she weaves down the sidewalk the first time. Or 

maybe the view is that of a teenage boy, his father beside him, driving the car around the block as he 

takes a step toward getting his license.  A father walking his daughter down the aisle, a father showing 

his children how to catch a ball, a father tenderly holding a child in tears. These are glimpses of the 

fathers that we honor on June 17. They come in many guises.  Fathers can be natural fathers, stepfathers, 

or fathers by adoption.  We may not call them by the name father, but refer to them as pa, papa, padre, 

dad, or daddy. But however they came into our lives and whatever we call them, we know how special 

they are. That is why June 17 is a perfect time to do something nice for fathers. To take the time to tell 

them how much we appreciate them and how dear we hold them in our hearts. If our fathers are no 

longer living, we can live through our memories and our photograph albums bringing them back into our 

lives for a few precious moments. 

 



 

    

 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 

(Our monthly feature of tidbits of news and info to make your life easier, your money work harder and so youôre healthy all the time!) 

 

The Trouble With HDTV: Consumers Are Confused By The TechnologyéOnce upon a time people brought home their new television, 

plugged it in, hooked up the cable, and sat back on the sofa.  Today, you're probably going to need a professional installer.  Most people 

who buy high tech televisions, aren't getting what they paid for since technology seems to have outpaced consumer understanding.  There 

were 13.6 million HDTV sets sold last year. As with many devices, however, most consumers use only a small fraction of available 

features.  About half of the 24 million households with HDTV don't get high-definition programs. The TV owners don't have the right 

hardware or they don't understand the remote control.  According to surveys reported in The Wall Street Journal, more than half of those 

owners don't even realize they're not watching HDTV.   Manufacturers complain of a high rate of returns. Though they won't say why, it's 

probably because consumers are discouraged when the picture they saw in the store isn't the same at home. Set buyers can also choose 

between  an HDTV set or a standard-definition digital set, but many don't understand the difference. The digitals cost less but have a lower-

quality picture. Both types of buyers must make sure they get high-definition service from their cable or satellite provider.  Consumer 

understanding could be ramped up by a major education effort now in progress by trade groups representing  broadcasters, cable operators, 

device manufacturers, networks, and retailers. Some manufacturers are doing more. Panasonic has a customer-service line called the 

"Plasma Concierge program" for flat-screen buyers. Best Buy has offered customers $300 discounts to get the right hardware and setup to 

watch HDTV. That program reduced returns by several percentage points.  
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ï REMEMBER ï 

WE WANT YOU TO CONTACT US WITH YOUR "HERE'S WHAT WE'RE THINKING ABOUT DOING 

QUESTIONS", NOT YOUR "GUESS WHAT WE JUST DID!" COMMENTS! 

 

One thing that wasnôt made clear in this 

law that snuck through, which almost no one 

knows about is the definition of an ñenemy 

combatantò.  

The law doesnôt say what this means, but it 

does give the government the ability to 

declare someone as one, using their own 

definition.  

And we donôt know about you, but weôre 

uncomfortable with the idea that the 

government being able to declare you as an 

ñenemyò, and then lock you away forever, 

with you having zero rights to get a judge to 

hear your case with a lawyer to represent 

you. 

Now before you begin to think that weôre 

making these comments because we support 

one party or another, please understand that 

this is not true. Remember that Congress 

passed this law, and a majority of Congress 

people from both parties voted for it. This is 

NOT a political commentaryéit is an 

AMERICAN commentary. We are patriotic 

Americans who love our countryéand hate 

to see the Constitution, the greatest document 

of government ever writtenétrampled on by 

Congress. 

See, because times change, Jefferson 

encouraged our government to change with 

the times. He believed that "as man 

progresses, individually and collectively, it is 

essential for laws to keep pace; by requiring 

periodic, critical reevaluations of every facet 

of society". This, in essence, "can maintain 

the vitality of a democratic community based 

on right, not on force". 

Okay, so where are these necessary 

reviews of our political arena and policies? 

Whoôs watching the foxes at the hen house? 

We know itôs not Congressébecause they 

have turned into the foxes! For the last 

several decades, our government has taken us 

down a path that Thomas Jefferson and his 

buddies would be sickened by if they saw 

what weôve done. 

So what does all this mean to you and your 

familyôs finances? While this particular law 

they hammered us with is not purely financial 

related, they continue to pass financial and 

tax laws that can affect your net worth and 

lifestyle.  

In fact, the laws that affect interest rates, 

investing, mortgages, housing, retirement 

plans, income taxes, estate taxes, Medicare, 

Medicaid, Social Security, and so 

onéhappen so fast that even we have trouble 

keeping up with them and the new strategies 

that need to be put in place to combat 

theméso you donôt get financially killed by 

some new law you never heard of!   

The bottom line is this: At least once a 

year, you should re-visit your financing 

situation and see what new laws and 

economic conditions are affecting your 

mortgage, and then make the changes needed 

to stay one step ahead of them!  

Constant monitoring of your financing 

is the only sure way to make sure your 

mortgages and loans are totally up-to-date 

and correct for your situation! (Regardless of 

what goes on with the economy or politicians 

or the tax system!) In our opinion, the only 

thing you can do is to set up planning for 

2007 right now... and make sure to update it 

regularly! Soécall us up for your review, 

RIGHT NOW, while this is fresh on your 

mind. We'll take care of the rest! (Don't 

forget, we know where to find you!)   
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Success Story Of The Month! 

"A Surprise Homecoming!" 

 

 

(Note:  The details of these stories have been changed to maintain confidentiality, and some compilations are used to accomplish anonymity.) 

This is one of those success stories that really makes us glad that were in this business. 

 

Harry and June were referred to us by one of their neighbors. They had always handled all their money themselves. Harry is sixty-five, and June is 

sixty-three.   

 

Harry had worked as a foreman in a local manufacturing plant and June had worked several part time jobs over the years (and thus, had a small 

pension plan). They had lived a very simple, happy life. They lived in the same house for thirty-six years.  

 

Both Harry and June were proud of the fact that their house was paid for, had put both of their sons, James and Ron, through college, and had 

managed to save some money over the years. They had always lived very frugally. No fancy vacations or new cars every four or five years. (Harry 

told us that unless a car had over 90,000 miles on it, he wouldnôt even consider trading it in, and usually he likes to see if he can keep óem until they 

hit 125,000 or more!)   

 

Anyway, Harry had a pension plan from his old job, but other than that, all their savings had been put directly into the bank. Harry always thought 

that the best way to diversify, was by spreading the money around to different banks. He had been born in the depression, and saw his parents lose 

2.) Travelers Who Infrequently Use Their Frequent-Flier Accounts May Have To Kiss Their Miles Goodbye. A growing number of airlines 

are establishing stricter policies that eliminate miles in inactive accounts. Many travelers who hoped to some day parlay the miles into free flights 

or use them for a seat upgrade are furious. The changes: 

ÅUS Airways. The carrier begins a new policy Wednesday that will delete all the miles of frequent-flier club members who haven't earned or 

redeemed Dividend Miles in 18 months, down from the current 36 months. It means accounts inactive since mid-2005 will be nullified. 

ÅUnited Airlines. Beginning next Dec. 31, United will make the same change as US Airways. 

ÅDelta Air Lines. Last month, Delta began erasing all miles in SkyMiles accounts that had been dormant for two calendar years. Its policy had 

been to permit 36 months of inactivity before miles would disappear.  

"Frequent-flier miles are a liability on the company books," says Barbara Beyer, president of airline consultant Avmark. "The airlines really want 

to get rid of them as they clean up their balance sheets." 

But the carriers may also be alienating potential customers.  

Of 16 U.S. airlines contacted by USA TODAY, only Continental and Aloha said miles do not expire in their frequent-flier members' accounts. 

Continental has a written policy stating that miles can expire if none are earned in 18 months, but the airline doesn't act on it, says spokesman 

David Messing.  

AirTran and JetBlue have the strictest expiration policies, with credits or miles expiring one year after they are earned.  

Airlines' expiration policies have nuances. For example, some carriers require miles be added to keep accounts alive. For others, adding or 

redeeming miles will keep the account alive.  

Members of many airlines' frequent-flier clubs can prevent their miles from expiring by cashing some in for a magazine subscription. Or they can 

make an online purchase from a retail store that's affiliated with an airline and provides bonus miles. 

The moves by airlines to tighten mileage expiration policies may not stick, says Andrew Watterson, of Mercer Management Consulting. "Like 

airline prices, mileage expiration policies seem to go up and down based on the strength of the travel market," the airline consultant says. "It 

wasn't long ago when airlines were competing to lengthen the expiration period." 

 

3.) Delicious Ice Cream Packs A Nutritional Punch With Calcium...The freezer of your refrigerator can be a blessing if you are an ice cream 

lover. You have far easier access to a frozen treat than Nero did in the old Roman Empire. He had to mix fresh snow with fruit and honey.  

Whatever its origin, most fans agree that the invention of ice cream is one of mankind's great accomplishments.  Now that everyone considers the 

calorie count of their food, you may wonder if ice cream is a good choice. But you can buy ice cream in many forms. There are high-fat gourmet 

products, ice cream with as little as six grams of fat per half cup, and ice cream that is fat-free or sugar-free.  Official ice cream tasters say 

chocolate is the best flavor in fat-free or sugar-free products.  Even with regular ice cream, however, calcium makes eating it a wise move. 

Recent nutritional studies suggest that calcium may actually aid weight loss by preventing fat storage and raising metabolism. Only 14 percent of 

women ages 20 to 50 get the recommended 1,000 mg a day. About 4 percent of those over 50 meet their 1,200 mg goal, and just one-third of 

men reach their recommended calcium goals.  Calcium is vital for strong bones. It also helps to reduce the risk of colon cancer, and it can lower  

high blood pressure. The National Institutes of Health recommend at least three servings of dairy products per day.  For 

the fun of it, try this recipe  that doesn't require special equipment. 

Do-it-yourself ice cream 

 Mix 1/2 cup milk with 1/2 cup of heavy cream and add 3 teaspoons of sugar (or more if you like). Add 1/2 

teaspoon of vanilla.  Mix the ingredients in a sandwich-size zip lock bag and seal the bag tightly. Place the small bag 

inside a gallon-size zip lock bag filled just over half way with ice. Cover the ice with salt (kosher or ice cream salt are 

best, but table salt will do). Use enough salt to cover well. Close the bag tightly. Gently shake the bag with the salt, ice, 

and little bag about 8 minutes until ice cream solidifies. Don't knead the bag or the little bag could open. 
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everything. He swore he would never let 

that happen to him and June. 

 

Well, when Harry retired, he and June 

received a surprising surprise soon after. 

 

See, both of their sons had been married, 

and each boy had two little kids. Harry and 

June were thrilled about their 

grandchildren. They didnôt see the boys or 

the grandkids that much, because both sons 

lived out of town.  

 

Well that situation changed very quickly. 

 

One day, Harry and June received a call 

from their oldest son, James, that he and his 

wife were finished. According to their son, 

Jamesô wife had been having a long term 

affair with her much older boss, and when 

the situation became known, his wife said 

she wanted out of the marriage.  

 

AND, she wanted James to take full 

custody of the kids. James was devastated 

about the whole thing, but even more so 

because he couldnôt understand how a 

mother could abandon her kids like this. 

Plus, as James told his folks, his wife never 

told him why she left their marriage, and 

why she didnôt want to be a mom any 

more. To say Harry and June were 

thunderstruck is an understatement for sure. 

 

James told his folks he was selling his 

house, which it turns out had no equity 

because of all the refinancing James and his 

wife had done, and the very slow housing 

market in their area. AND, that he wanted 

to move back with the kids to their home 

until he could get a place of his own. James 

had said heôs already lined up a job with 

one of his old high school buddies, and 

would need Harry and June to watch the 

grandchildren during the day while he was 

working, or when he went out of town on 

business. 

 

Harry and June were speechless. They, 

of course, told James he was welcome any 

time, and he could count on them to help 

out until things turned around. 

 

The couple immediately saw their long 

sought after retirement life of leisure and 

travel disappear in a puff of smoke. 

Poofé.gone. 

 

After hanging up with James, Harry said, 

ñHoney, I know we donôt have any choice, 

we have to help James and the kids. But 

this place isnôt conducive to raising another 

family. Everything is so small and old, 

frankly, I donôt know how we got James 

and Ron raised living in this tiny house. 

What are we going to do? I canôt see how 

we can afford to buy a new place, plus how 

would we get a mortgage at our age, with 

no real credit to speak of since Iôve always 

paid cash for everything, and weôre on a 

fixed income now. Not to mention, that I 

really donôt want to leave this 

neighborhood and move to a bigger 

development with bigger, newer homes. 

That just isnôt me. Or you, I believe youôd 

agree. Honey, what are we going to do?ò 

 

June said, ñLook Harry. We do not have 

any choice. We have to take James in. I 

completely agree that I donôt want to move 

into one of those fancy developments 

where everyone is more like Jamesô age, 

and live so far from town. I love walking to 

the drugstore, Starbucks, and everything 

downtown. So do you. I donôt know what 

to do either.ò 

 

Later that week, when James and the 

kids were on their way to move in, Harry 

was telling his buddy at the VFW about his 

plight, and his friend who is a lawyer 

suggested that they remodel their home, 

and add on to it. That way they could stay 

in the neighborhood, build a private 

quarters section for James to give everyone 

some privacy, and allow common areas.  

 

Harry said that might be the best 

solution, but he didnôt have the cash 

stashed to pay for that kind of sizable 

remodeling job. His buddy told him to talk 

to us, as we do a lot of business with the 

attorney, and he told Harry heôd seen us 

pull off all kinds of mortgage and 

refinancing miracles over the years. 

 

When we met with Harry and June, we 

suggested they get their plans designed, and 

then weôd be able to talk seriously about 

getting them financed in a way they could 

afford and qualify for. A month later, they 

came back in, with plans from the builder 

they chose to work with if they could get 

the financing. 

 

It wasnôt easy to pull it off, because 

Harry and Juneôs credit score was 

artificially low because they had literally 

almost no debts in the last 20 years. Plus, 

with the small pension and Social Security 

as their only income, and the new tougher 

guidelines on sub-prime loans, this was not 

the simplest loan to acquire. 

 

We had to talk to many of our investor 

sources, and found one that was willing to 

write the loan package for both the 

construction and the final end loan. All 

with only one half a point, a floating at 

prime, interest only payments during 

constructionéand a fixed rate end loan. 

 

Harry and June wee thrilled when we 

showed them the package. They saw they 

could afford the payments, and with James 

working and helping out with bills, the 

whole deal would work out. 

 

June eyes were filled with tears when we 

finished presenting the loan package. She 

wiped them with her Kleenex, and thanked 

us for ñhelping to save their family.ò 

 

We have to admit it. When June thanked 

us in that tear filled way, and gave us a hug 

as they left the officeéwelléwe needed a 

Kleenex or two ourselves.     

 

While your situation might not be 

the same as Harry and Juneôs, you shouldn't 

take that to mean your financing needs 

aren't just as critical! PLANNING 

BEFORE TAKING ACTIONS IS THE 

MOST FUNDAMENTAL, AND 

IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF SUCCESS!! 

So make sure you take heed, and call us 

BEFORE making any moves! We're here 

to help you, but we canôt do our job if 

youôve already taken actions that may not 

be in your best interest first!   

 

  

 

�³�0�R�Q�H�\���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���P�D�N�H���\�R�X��
happy but it quiets the 

�Q�H�U�Y�H�V���´�� 

 

~ Sean OôCasey ~ 

 

 

 

 


